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COURSE DESCRIPTION:


Various topics will introduce techniques in clay construction, firing, glazing and other ceramic methods. Students will be encouraged to create and design their own work using clay and clay materials which consider meaning and function.  Historical and contemporary issues related to ceramics will be presented and discussed.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· Teach various ceramic techniques and methods to create original works of art.

· Develop design principles and skills.

· Heighten the awareness of clay as a communicative art form.

· Encourage students to develop individual abilities to create well-executed, one-of-a-kind work. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of each topic listed below students should be able to:


· Create works that demonstrate understanding of materials and techniques

· Demonstrate awareness of composition.

· Understand, interpret, and appreciate clay works of the past and the present from different cultures. 

· Develop a heightened awareness of the physical world, the nature of the relationship of human beings to it, and our impact on it via the experience of making art.

In addition successful students may demonstrate proficiency in each item listed under the following major outline topics:

Topic 1: Hand-building


-Create original works of art using a variety of hand-building techniques.


-Develop skills in the fabrication of hand built forms.

Topic 2: Wheel- throwing


-Create original works of art using a variety of wheel throwing techniques. 


- Create a variety of forms using the wheel as a tool for fabrication.


-Develop skills in the fabrication of wheel-thrown works.

Topic 3: Glaze Formulation


- Learn how to create glazes


- Create glazes for ceramic forms

Topic 4: Ceramic Sculpture


-Use clay forming methods to create sculptural works


-Develop skills in hand-building and/ or wheel throwing to create sculptural forms

Topic 5:Functional Ceramics:

-Create pieces suitable for the presentation and consumption of food: pleasant to handle, sound in engineering, and decorated with an eye towards their use 


-Develop an understanding of the role of functional ceramics in everyday life from historical and contemporary standpoints.


Length of Course:
22 lecture/lab hours

Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass

Prerequisites:

None

Required Text:
None.  The Art Department maintains a reference library of jewelry and 



metalsmithing books for student use.

